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Draft concept note  

Making better qualifications in the ETF partner countries: 

ETF corporate conference, Brussels, 8 and 9 April 2014 

ETF will host an international conference on qualifications systems in Brussels on 8 and 9 

April 2014.  

Aim of the event  

We will examine how ETF partner countries are reforming their qualifications systems, 

including by using national qualifications frameworks.  Participants will identify how 

vocational qualifications are being reformed, what institutions are involved, what processes 

are used and how reforms can support the individual citizen.  

We want the event to contribute to the reform of qualifications systems in ETF partner 

countries. It will therefore have a strong information-sharing and peer-learning character – 

participants will identify in the workshops, for example principles and tools for improving 

qualifications, how key stakeholders and the social partners can be engaged in qualifications 

development, and how qualifications can be more oriented to the individual.  

Background  

ETF partner countries are economies and societies in transition, which are reforming their 

qualifications systems, including through establishing qualifications frameworks. In our work 

directly with partner countries and in our studies we see the application of new ideas such 

the learning outcomes principle, the use of standards to develop qualifications, the 

establishment of new institutions and relationships between stakeholders, and the 

introduction of quality assurance systems. Our event is a sequel to our previous NQF 

conference, of October 2011, but its focus is more closely on the reform of the qualifications 

themselves and related elements of the qualifications system such as occupational 

standards, curricula, assessment and quality assurance.   

DG EAC will also report on EU initiatives, including the latest news on the EQF and the 

ongoing consultation on the European Area for Skills and Qualifications.  

ETF will present its recent study on improving vocational qualifications.  

Themes  

Three key themes will be addressed, each to be the subject of a workshop.  These are: 

1) Making better qualifications 

 

This workshop is about developing qualifications. We will focus on definitions of 

qualifications, their design, including the use of learning outcomes, use of 
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occupational standards to develop new vocational qualifications and implications for 

curricula and assessment.  

 

2) Ensuring trust in qualifications 

 

This workshop is about using qualifications and will address issues such as quality 

assurance and regulation, relevance of qualifications and  stakeholder roles.  

 

3)  Bringing qualifications closer to the citizen  

This workshop will examine how to support the citizen. Issues include mobility and 

migration, recognition at home and abroad and validation of non-formal and informal 

learning.  

 

All our workshops will also address the implications for our partner countries of the 

ongoing Commission consultation on the European Area of Skills and Qualifications.   

Format 

The event will be structured plenary-workshops-plenary. Plenary speakers include officials 

and experts from the European Commission and EU agencies, and experts from the ETF 

partner countries and international organisations. Workshops are oriented to partner country 

priorities and interests, and their experts will give presentations and act as rapporteurs.  

Examples will also be presented from EU Member States.  

We are promoting the conference on the Qualifications Platform, including by holding blog 

discussions on the key themes.  

Participants   

There will be approximately 120 participants, of whom the majority will be drawn from the 

ETF partner countries: officials, experts from VET agencies, qualifications authorities and 

quality assurance agencies, and representatives from the social partners and sectors. From 

the EU, participants will include selected members of the EQF Advisory Group, the 

European Commission, the Council of Europe, and the European social partners and sector 

representatives.  UNESCO and other international organisations will represent the world 

beyond Europe and its neighbourhood.  

Languages 

English will be the principal language of the event; French and Russian interpretation will be 

provided.  

Date and venue 

8-9 April 2014 in Brussels, the European Parliament.  


